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A few good men are needed . . . 
TO MAN OUR BOOTH AT THE ART & CRAFT FESTIVAL, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday—Sept. 2nd, 3rd & 4th. Hours 10 – 5 at The Convention Center, 40th St. OC.
We need Marines to volunteer in 2 hr shifts to collect donations for the Semper Fi
Fund and recruit new members. I will have a sign up at Aug, 24th meeting or call
Dave Kline 302-436-5975... Thanks Dave.
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“Who  are  the  men  in  red?”  That  was  a
question my daughter asked at a recent ceremony at
the  Worcester  County  Memorial.   As  most  local

residents  are  aware,  these  men are  members  of  the

Marine  Corps  League.  They  are  aptly  given  that

moniker since they wear red blazers, red covers (hats),
white  shirts,  black  trousers,  and  black  shoes.  This
group  actively  participates  in  many  of  our  area’s
patriotic events; such as Memorial and Veterans Day
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I sadly report  that  one of  our  life  members,  Edwin Lewis has passed on,  pray for  his

wife and family.  Also, Bob Galvin,  one of  our  former  commandants,  in nursing  care,

needs our  prayers.



celebrations  held  at  the  Worcester  County  Veterans
Memorial;  marching  in  the  4th of  July  Parade  in
Bethany Beach or providing a color guard and guest
speaker  at  the  Fenwick  Island  Memorial  Day
celebration  What  is  this  organization’s  origin  and
purpose? Their history is interesting and inspiring.

The  Marine  Corps  League  was  first  estab-
lished by the 13th Commandant of the Marine Corps,
General John A. Lejeune in 1923. He is known as the
“father” of the modern Marine Corps. He felt it was
necessary to establish this kind of organization as a
way of preserving the tradition, values and esprit de
corps.  The  first  State  detachment,  Delaware
Department,  Marine  Corps  League,  was  the  first
detachment  established  in  the  state  of  Delaware.  It
received its charter April 14, 1989 as the result of the
work  of  16  founding  members.  The  First  State
Detachment spans and area beginning in lower Sussex
County,  DE,  crossing  the  Maryland  state  line
extending into Northern Worcester County, including
Ocean  City  and  Ocean Pines.  Within  the  Delaware
Department,  there  are  four  additional  detachments
located in the Wilmington, Dover, Bethany Beach and
Laurel/Seaford areas.

As General Lejeune envisioned, the First State
Detachment preserves the traditions and promotes the
interests of the U. S. Marine Corps (USMC). It bands
together  those  who are  now serving and those  who
have  been  honorably  discharged  in  order  that  they
may  effectively  promote  the  ideals  of  American
freedom and democracy. These members are able to
carry out this mandate by rendering aid and assistance
to  all  active  duty  Marines,  FMF  Corpsmen  and
Marine veterans and their widows and children. The
Detachment also perpetuates the history of the USMC
by  participating  in  fitting  acts  to  observe  the
anniversaries  of  historical  occasions  of  particular
interest to Marines.

Besides their  active participation in patriotic
events, The Detachment also participates in numerous
events; such as decorating gravesites with flags prior 
to Memorial/Veterans Day; conducting recruiting and
fund raising activities at numerous sites in the Ocean
City  area  during  the  year;  Attending  monthly
Detachment  and  leadership  meetings  at  the  Ocean
City VFW post 8296 on 66th Street;  participating in
the  Delaware  Department’s  quarterly  membership
meetings  and  sending  delegates  to  the  MidEast
Division and/or National Conventions each year.

The Detachment also collects Toys for Tots at
numerous locations and restaurants throughout the area;
provides  personnel  to  run  various  stations  for  the  OC
Boosters during Halloween and Easter seasons; operates
the  hot  chocolate  booth  one  night  a  week  during  the
Festival of Lights program; hosts a golf tournament each
year; hosts a USMC Birthday Ball; conducts fund raisers
that support the injured Marines Semper Fi Fund (during
the past six months the Detachment has donated $3,000
to this fund). Additionally, the Detachment has donated
$2,000 to help support the program responsible for the
Marine  Corps  Memorial  (Iwo  Jima  Memorial)  in
Arlington,  VA;  The  Detachment  has  also  provided
$1,500 to the USO in Jacksonville, NC, to assist those
Marines and family members who sustained damage to
their homes following the recent tornado that struck the
base  (Camp  Lejeune).  Another  undertaking  of  the
detachment,  along  with  help  from  the  parents  and
students  of  Broad  Run High School  in  Ashburn,  VA,
was providing in excess of 3,000 stockings filled with
candy and goodies, plus 1,700 signed Christmas cards to
Marines  assigned  to  the  2nd Battalion,  6th Marine
Regiment during their recent deployment to Afghanistan.

Those interested in joining the Marine Corps
League  can  contact  the  Detachment’s  Junior  Vice
Commandant, Steve Siltman. He can be contacted at

pavulonprn@comcast.net  .    The  applicant  should
provide his/her name, address, phone number, e-mail
address, a copy of his/her DD-214 Discharge showing
a honorable  discharge and answering “yes” or “no”
question  concerning  any  conviction  on  a  felony
charge.  Dues  are  $30  a  year,  renewable  on  the
individual’s  anniversary  date.  Life  memberships  are
also available.

Their motto guides lives – 
“Semper Fidelis – Always Faithful”.
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Reprinted with permission from 
The Courier.
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